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gereral an duatere, 


On che Exportation * and Bounty den 
1 Corn, 9 Ex” 


On the high Price of Proviſions, 
On Manufactures, Commerce, &c. 


| | Being | 
A full Anſmer to a Pamphlet, lately publiſhed, | 


Intitled, 2 
| TheBxpediency of a free Exporta · BW 
tion of Corn at this Time, Kc. e = 


= Which tis proved, the Facts A . + hy: 
* the Author, are falſified; and his Conn. 
cluſions erroneous and falſe. f. 1 


4. With a Poſtſcript, 

ö Comdlging ſome Remarks on the Bounty on 

_ Checks, printed Linens and Cortons, &c. and 
on Bounties in general. 


„„ | 
A LetTER to a FRIEND, 


LONDON: 


Þ - Willis, Bookſeller at — | „ 


[Price One Shilling.) 
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tation of corn at A time, 
for which you have my ſincereſt thanks. 


According to the old phraſe, I accept the 
* De the” deed, but the wot itſelf 1 — 
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"bus aſſurance, and ſelf na. ola 
author, 'twould be a valuable performance Ev 
indeed; for 1 ſcarcely ever ſaw any thing Tot 
"equal to theſe in any performance what- | 
ever; in almoſt every page, he tells you 
he has indubitably proved what he pro- W ſpi 
poſed; and hints, all the world that to 
differ from him in opinion, are either op 
Eknaves or fools. This you fee, is a ſhort fac 
way of drawing a concluſion; not by Wu; 
3 flow, and regular ſteps of ratiocination ; ¶ co! 
but operates quick as a thunderbolt, either his 

forces conviction, or ſtrikes you ſpeech- 

| leſs and dead. To take this twelve penny- ; 
3 worth of expediency as the author hath | 

_ xx" cooked it; is like viewing a diſtant ed ; 
thro'a denſe medium, or groſs atmoſphere; 
it extends and magnifies the object, at tlie 
ſamie time, it renders the view more im- PO 
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N þ 1 perfect, and obſcure. ; but let it be ſtripped 
} | of its unneceſſary declamation, and circum-| 3 
locution, and 'twill ſhrink ! into the narrow | he 
dimenſions of a ſingle ſheet. I beg my bo 
"4 perhaps I have miſtaken the author, it 10 

5 might be expedient to ſpin it out to forty- f 
two pages, that his friend the bookſellet, 1 pr 


might 20 demand a * for it. 
A Every | 


* 


Er) 


e Every man to his trade, and people 
; [ſhould live by their buſineſs. An: 


ſpinning for a ſhilling alſo, let us come 
to the point. Firſt, let us collect the 


© opinions the author maintains. 2dly. The 


his Indubilable * 


to eſtabliſh, is not the expediency of a free 


„ title imports; but the neceſſity of granting 
a bounty to Encourage, and profixete” * 
| Portation. LY | 


bounty on the exportation (which began in 
1688) has cauſed a regular decline of price.” 


3- © That the price falls at home'in 
proportion to the quantity ſent abroad.” 
-Y $55 05 


But Fer we may not be ſuſpected of ; 


facts, or pretended facts, he brings in 
Wſupport of the ſame. And, laſtly, the. 
JF concluſion he draws, from what he calls 


1. FM grand point he labours fo th 


1 exportation of corn at this time, as the 


17 He preſents you uwitha little table which 
he ſays, © proves pon the whole, that the 
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n That in n years from 


1 1524, to 1604, intereſt was 97 16s per 
Cent. the fall to 1760 has been gradual 
and regular to 3/ 13s 64; or about one 3 
third of the former height ; whereas the 
price of land was about the firſt period at | 


ten years purchaſe, and in 1760 about 


thirty, which is exactly in proportion to 
the intereſt of money. That mutton and 
beef are advanced upon a medium ſikty 


per cent. and that intereſt is fallen juſt an 
half, which bears no unexact proportion 


. to mutton and beef. From hence wheat 


ſhould have been in the ſame predicament, 
unleſs ſame peculiar meaſure had been 


uſed with it; that is, the price would 
have advanced ſixty per cent. whereas the 


fall in price has been 17 8s 64. O rare 


bounty, and ſo much lower, than it ought 
to have done, according to the price of 


every thing elſe; I fay every thing, for 
tho' I have calculated from beef and 
mutton, yet labour, rent, cattle, &c. &c. 
all are riſen as high, and ſome much 
18 5 
. Wheat has fallen greatly ſince 
: ex por- 
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exportation; this could not , regularly 
happen, without ſinking the rates of other 
articles of proviſion; ſo that the prices of 
beef and mutton, had no bounty taken 
place, would probably have advanced an 


hundred per cent. inſtead * Pſy. or 
ſeventy.” 


6. That the way in which the 
bounty has encouraged and raiſed the 
- agriculture of Britain to its preſent. height, 
has not been by high prices, but by regular 
prices. Before the 25 years preceding the 
bounty, pi ices tho very high in the average, 


were yet uncommonly low in certain years, 


even to 25 ſhillings a quarter; and the rui- 
nous miſchief of this, was (now obſerve) 
the circumſtance of ſuch low prices, being 
as often occaſioned by importations from 


abroad, as by bad crops at home,” exquiſite 


indeed! bad crops occaſioned low prices! 


7. © Great quantities of beef ariſe from 


two ſources, ſummer grazing on rich 
meadow and paſture, and winter grazing 
on turnips, &c. . Now let me aſk any 
unprejudiced 8 man, how the greateſt ad- 


| vantage 
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rn in riiivg corn can affect either of 
theſe ſources. To talk of farmers plough- 


ing up rich meadow and paſture land, on 
account of advantages accruing from the 


culture of corn, is ſo manifeſt an abſur- 


. ity, that it ſhews theſe writers to be 
totally we of country buſineſs. 


. «<1 think I have proyed that bounty 
and exportation have ſunk the price of 
N 


8 « In my journeys into Wales and 
the North, I found that there was not 


any proportion between the rates of labour 


and thoſe of provifions. Labour ſince 


the bounty has doubled its price, where- 
as fleſh meat is only 60 per cent. dearer, 


and bread the ſtaff of life is cheaper. In- 
tereſt ſince the bounty has fallen half, and 
yet the aggregate of proviſions (allowance 


given for the great importance of bread) 


certainly hath not riſen near a quarter.” 


=Þ. ** Were the bounty diſcontinued 
for ever, the effect would undoubtedly be 
the average price of corn riſing, an effect 


by 
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by no means objectable were the prices to 


be regular; is beef too dear? would you 


make it cheaper? give a bounty on the 
exportation of it : where is the real poli- 


119 


tician HW will aſſert Four: making it the 
dearer "a 5 „ in 0 AL 000 nl 


11. © He aſſerts we underſell the French 
every where, and ſhall not be ſurpriſed by 
and by, to hear the bounty objected to, 
becauſe Engliſh manufacturers do not 
underſell French ones in the city of Paris. 


12. Except the unhappy conſequences 
of American regulations, I know not a ma- 
nufacture in Great Britain, that is not in 
the moſt flouriſhing ſituation; but that 
the aggregate of them is highly proſperous, 
cannot for a moment be doubted.” 


ce Where are the facts, and what are 
the reaſons that prove a high rate of pro- 
viſions an enemy to manufactures? that 


this kingdom never made any advances in 
manufactures, that are worth ſpeaking of, 


until proviſions became what is called gear, 
yet in all countries where provifions are 
very 
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very -Jopr; W a 1 dearer rf in 
Other countries, where proviſions are very 

cheap. I repeat therefore, that ſuch an 
high price of proviſions, as muſt be at- 
tended by an high price of labour, is ab- 
ſolutely requiſite for the PE perity- of 
manuſactares.” 


1 Why have embargocs been ſo 
often laid on our exportation, when corn 
would have been ſent away without a 
bounty.“ 


n Keep the products of the earth at 
a regular price, and the higher the 8 855 


bc. 


* 


The nd and ſole intention of this 
| 3 ſeems to be, not to prove the 
expediency of a free exportation of corn 

at this time, as the title imports; but the 
neceſſity of granting a bounty, now, and 
at all times, to encourage, and promote 
exportation. This is the precious ugſtrum, 
the grand ſpecifick, the fine qua non, with- 
out which your agriculture will grow 


poor and dwindle, little corn will be 
pla nted, 


T #1. 


diſtreſs 2 N will "K the inevitable 
conſequence. ' But how does it appear, 
that this wiſe meaſure, (ſo much admired 
by all Europe, as the author tells us in 
another place) is the cauſe of corn being 


more plenty, and conſequently cheaper, 


ſince it took place ? Why he tells us, that. 
ever ſince, the price of wheat has been con- 
tinually decreaſing; perhaps we may ſee 
by and by that this 1s very far from being 


true; but let us tor the preſent admit, 


that the price of corn has been decreaſing, 
ever ſince the bounty was enacted; how 


does it follow, that the bounty was the 
cauſe of ſuch decreaſe in price; when. for 
any thing that appears to the contrary, 


20 other cauſes might produce the fame 
effect. 


That the decreaſe in the price of corn, 
in ſome years paſt, was. owing to ſome 
other cauſe, or cauſes; is not only poſ- 
fible, but I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew 
was the real fact; and would ſtill have 
operated more beneficially. for the publick 
in general, if there had been no bounty at 
all: for that has been ſo far from pro- 

C ducing 
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abel the good effects afcribed to it, | 
that it has acted negatively, if I may ſo e. 
ptteſs it, upon what were the true, and | 
genuine cauſes of the experienced good, 
which would have been much more ſen- 


ſibly felt, had there TE no bounty in in 
the preſent age. a 


A free and arflicated liberty, is the life 
of all commerce; and the corn trade like 
all others, ſtand in need of no other en- 
couragement ; permit the farmer, the 
dealer, or merchant, to ſend this com- 
modity to any market he chuſes; and no 
further inducement will be neceſſary to 
promote the ſale thereof, either at home 

or abroad. To reſtrain the exportation 
of corn, is extremely unreaſonable and 
impolitic; unleſs in very imminent caſes of 
diſtreſs; which, I hope, and believe, will 
very ſeldom happen, if proper meaſures are 


purſued. 


'Tis an exceeding great hardſhip upon 
= the grower of corn; to prevent its being 
1 "ſent to any market, where 'twill yield the 
| | beſt price; and ultimately muſt affect the 

£ land- 
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ved as well as the end leave the 


trade to itſelf, and twill flouriſh, without 


the aid or aſſiſtance of any bounty what- 
ever: but 'twill be found extremely dif- 
ficult, if not totally impracticable, to 


make any laws reſpecting it, but will 


either injure the trade thereof; or pro ve 


a Giladvantage and loſs to the publick. 


Exportation, and baton have been 
generally conſidered as one thing, as if 
they were inſeperably connected, and 
that the former, could not ſubſiſt alone, 
without the aid of the latter; but this is 
an egregious fallacy, and has miſſed the 
judgment of many, they are by no means 


neceſſarily connected. Give a free and 


unlimited liberty for exportation and 'twill 
flouriſh, and proſper, as far as is reaſon- 


able, and fit it ſhould; whatever mea- 


ſures are uſed to carry it beyond thie, 
muſt and will prove an injury and loſs to 
the community in general. Tis true, par- 
ticular perſons may find an advantage in 
the moſt pet nicious laws; but tis the ge- 
neral good, the proſperity of the whole 


people, that ſhould be taken care of, and 
C 2 . 
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ever, ſhould not be allowed to ſtand i in 
1 pal 8 bee 
iPethaps it may 10 48 avhari is meant 
4 exportation flouriſhingy as far as is rea- 
ſonable and fit; and who is to judge there- 


is the Parent of low prices, or cheapneſs 
in corn, as well as all other articles of 
commerce. When Britain is favoured 
with propitious ſeaſons, and her harveſt 


THY nate, at one and the ſame time; conſe- 
| quently, prices muſt be much | higher at 
ſome places, than others; this evidently 
points out a proper market, for the mer- 
; Chant to reſort to. For example, ſuppoſe 
the beſt wheats are worth in the London 
Wy markets 32 ſhillings per quarter, which 
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| | : is nearly the caſe at this time; that the 


"ſame wheats in Holland, France, or Flan- 
ders, are worth 36, 37, or 38 ſhillings 
0 per quarter, or as much more than in 
London, 


CY 


- Intereſt of any man, or ſet of men what- 


of. I will explain my meaning. Plenty 


wr crowned with plenty, corn muſt be ine- 
Wit vitably cheap. It ſeldom, perhaps never 
4 happens, that all Europe is equally fortu- 
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London, as will pay freight, and at 
charges, and leave a reaſonable profit, 
for the merchant. The farmer would 
immediately find purchaſers enough, and 


the trade would continue, as long as the 
difference in the markets continued; that 


His, as long as the merchant ſhould find 
his account in it, which is what I above 
call fit, and reaſonable; for, ſhould the 
2 [exportation advance the prices at home, 
ſo near an equality to the prices abroad, 
1 as to be no longer worth the merchants 
ile, to continue the exportation; tis 
fit and reaſonable it ſhould ceaſe; till 

another market offers; which in all pro- 
bability, at the prices quoted would be 
7 a very ſhort time indeed. 3 4 


= Plenty, and cheap, ſcarce and dear, 
are relative terms, therefore when corn 
7 may be thought rather dear in England, 


it may be much lower, than in the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, and conſequently, would 
be there comparatively cheap, and there- 
fore, would be a proper market for the mer- 
chant to export to; which would be attend- 
ed with real advantage to the community; 

: becauſe 
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becauſein this A the exportation is earried 
on;on natural and genuine principles; totally 
different from a trade, procured by the dint 
of bounty, which is forced and unnatural; 
and tho the trade is increaſed, and ex- 
tended thereby for a time, tis conſtantly 
attended with great, and laſting miſchief, 
and loſs to the nation in the end. 


The exportation trade is a very valuable 
one, when carried on, on natural and 
proper principles; that is to ſay, when 
it is the reſult of plenty, and cheapneſs, 
upon a comparative value, with neigh- WM 
' bouring nations: a million of money 
brought into Britain in this way, would 
be, not only a large, and valuable ac- 8 
quiſition of wealth to the kingdom; but 
a real, permanent, and laſting one; if the 
miſtaken policy of the times, did not beſtow 
it on. bounties; on theſe principles, the 
fale is real, and genuine, and the value re- 
ceiv'd for the corn exported remains with 
you; but this is very 1 far from being the caſe, i 
when exportation is procured by a bounty. 
In this caſe I conſider the foreign cuſtomer, 


as a kind of ftore keeper, or pawnbroker 
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W co Britain; in the fiſt ener you ove 
him, from 12, to 20 per cent. to take 
W the corn off your hands, which continues 


WW drains the bounty has made; diftreſs, and 
© famine, then ſtares your people in the face; 
elf preſervation opens the ports, intereſt 
Jinduces your former cuſtomers to bring 
A ack your own corn, or perhaps corn of 
a much inferior quality, and to let you 
bave it again upon the moderate terms of 
o, 60 or ſometimes 100 per cent. ad- 


ſo it has operated, ever ſince this wile, 
chis much applauded meaſure has been 
adopted. Perhaps it may be ſaid, the ex- 
1 portation trade would be very ſmall, if 
not encouraged by a bounty; nothing can 
be more falſe, whenever corn ſhould be 
plenty and cheap upon a compariſon with 
FF the prices of our neighbours, the trade 
would flouriſh without the leaſt encourage- 


parative plenty ſubſiſted; and it ſhould 
FF not continue a moment longer; for no- 
thing but this plenty, ſhould be the foun- 
dation, of an exportation trade; when- 


ever 
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WF *cill an unfavourable year, ſucceeds the 


IX vance. This is a real matter of fact, and 


ment from a bounty, as long as the com- 
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ever promoted by any other. Wees what- 
© ever, it muſt inevitably be attended with 


. Ad n, * the nation. 


TIE very clear, a 6000 operates in 
this manner, real plenty ſhould be the 
only ſource of exportation ; bounty indeed 
occaſions the idea of plenty; that 1 is a vi- 
ſionary, a falſe appearance of plenty, which 1 
always ends in a real ſcarcity; it cauſes 8 
an unnatural trade, by frequently occa- 


ſioning corn to be exported | to places, 


where the current natural prices are lower 


than here, they are kind enough to pro» WP! 


vide you granaries for it, keep it till you 
are pinched with the want of it, and till 
your neceſſities oblige you to take it back 
again, at a moſt exaggerated price. 


From hence it clearly appears, the ex- 
portation corn trade, 1s a very valuable one 
when carried on, on the true natural, and 


genuine principles of all trade and com- 


merce; on the other hand, 'tis an exceeding 


imprudent and miſchievous one, when car- 


ried on, on the principles of a bounty. 
7 2 ug 


at 


bes . 
r 
1 49 s\ 
1 
I F 2 
_ ri 0 
Sg 'a N 
5 8 
. — 
"x% 


S. 
: 1 
A 
3 


y 2 q 1 — r : "= — n 1 1 
F 
aw =» 
9 : 2 o 
9 : + * L * 3 
N BF I Me 
— 
- ” 


| Thas far 1 have dee the ſubject” 
part, and by itſelf; » unconnected - with... 
Iny other matter, or thing, that may in- 
W uence it, or be influenced by it; but 
Wow, agreeable to my propoſal, I will re- 
urn to our author, who ſays, that the 

; Pounty on the exportation (which began 
; 1768) has cauſed a regular decline of 
This I take the liberty of ſaying 
not true, even upon the authority of 
| is own little table; which however is pro- 
Nuced to prove it. The bounty, he ſays, be- 
1 ? an in1768, by his table, the average priceof 
beat from 1663, to 1687, being twenty- 
3 Poe years immediately preceding the com- 
4 Wencement of the bounty, was at 2/ 5s 3d. 
M Per quarter, but the next twenty. five 
cars commencing with the bounty, 
he average price was by the ſame table 
n= 8s 5d per quarter, which is an increaſe 
7 of 35 24 per quarter, a notable proof 1 in- 
l b ced, of a regular decline of price from 
4 the commencement of the bounty. But, 
gays our author, * If exportation and the 
Y bow? raiſed the price, when both ran 
at the higheſt ever known, we muſt ſurely 


F loox for its effect. 1 then quotes the 
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quantities . in. TE? years 1 746. 
were from 39 ſhillings down to 328 6d, | 


falls at ame 1 in ee to the quaotiy 
ſent abroad. 


leaſt confounding them together. The E "by 
truth is, when propitious ſeaſons have oc- iſ F | 


this trade continues, as long as our markets [ f 
are full, and prices low; but mark the 5 


price in proportion to the degree of ſcar- 3 : 
city, and none but a mad man, could 
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48, 40 and zo, and the prices which 3 ; 
145 

and concludes. Here we find the price 7 
a 
ſe 
I 

But is not this: taking the cauſe for theſ * Fr 
effect, and the effect for the cauſe? or at 3 1 


the price of courſes; falls in ptGportion g 4 
thereto, and enables the merchant to ex- * 
port corn where the prices run higher; 17 


event, your ſtock by this means is kept . 
low, and the firſt unkind ſeaſon, and 
ſcanty crop | that happens, advances the ** . 


ſuppoſe, that an immenſe quantity ex- 3 
ported, the preceding year, could operate 
as a means to keep it from being diebe, 

in a * year of ſcarcity. 3 


4 


R 
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T now come to the third poſition, which 
is a kind of corollary, drawn from the 
Former, he ſays, here we find the price 
ans at home in proportion to the quantity 
] Went abroad.” Here I again ſay he miſtakes 
he effect for the cauſe; for the quantity I 
T the 1 2 abroad was then, and ever will be, 
at proportion to the price at home; for, 
3 1 nleſs the prices at home are naturally 
P f ower than our neighbours, or artificially 
nade fo, there can be no exportation; 
1 Put let me aſk the author this queſtion ; 
3 F as he aſſerts the price falls at home, in 
Wroportion to the quantity ſent abroad, and 
1 che year 1746, 48, 49, and 1750, when 
e ſays, the exportation and bounty ran 

e higheſt ever known; how came the 


746. 
vhich | 9 


's 64, 
price 1 
ay 


ep. 4 

and F Price to advance ſo confiderably the ſuc- 
the Ag feeding years? In 1750, the price was about 
r k 14 per buſhel; in 17 51 'twas about 45 


Jod; in 52 'twas 55 3d; in 53, 557d; this 
ex- 1 Wocreaſe of price which leſſened the expor- 
erate Mfation; occaſioned a fall of price in the 
gh i two next years, which again encouraged 
3 E= portation; and this again, with an un- 
4 1 favourable ſeaſon, advanced the price in 
a 7 56 to 55 gd, andin 57 to 75:64, Where- 
4 D 2 as, 
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4. had his reaſoning been joſt; as in the] A 
year 1750, the greateſt quantity was i 1 


prices in 1751 ſhould have been the loweſt 2 
| known too; and have continued upon 1 


reduced to 5/ per cent. and has Sti 
ſo ever ſince; ſo that inſtead of bin 
fallen juſt one half, tis only fallen one ſixth, L 7 


Tt 


1 ] 


ported ever known; conſequently, the 


decline; but the ſad reverſe has happened ii 


and wheat in ſix years, from that period 
has been at almoſt double the price, lei 
him reconcile this to the good effects off 


El - 


: A 
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his admired bounty if he can. 


4th. What he has advanced concerning 
the intereſt of money is not true; and hi J 
reaſoning, or rather talk about it, is ridi. 
culouſly abſurd; how does it appear the 
intereſt of money is fallen one half) 1 
and that in 30 years from 1660 te 
1690 intereſt was 71 66 6d; when every 


body knows, that in the 12th of — 
the 119 1663, the rn imercſt,was oi 


more than 67 per cent. and continued —9 
till the 12th of Queen Anne, when wal 
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or one per cent. in that period, and bras 


no kind of proportion to the riſe of mutton 
ar d 1 | 
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te, 


nd bal 
Is ridi-# 9 


1 was 
tinucili 
raviol 
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[ 21 } 
and beef, &c. as he puts it; and indeed 
'twould be wonderful if it ſhould; for it 


has little more relation to it, than the bread 


and butter, and fines and tangents in Hudi- 
bras. The intereſt of money, and price 
of land, ſtand in ſuch near relation to each 


other, that a conſiderable alteration in 


one, cannot happen, without immediately 
affecting the other; the reaſon of this is 


ſo obvious, that it needs no explanation ; 


but theſe have nothing to do with beef, 
mutton, &c. the neceſſaries of life muſt 
be had, . be the intereſt of money and price 


of land what it may; and their prices can 


be regulated only, by the proportion the 
quantity to be fold, bears to the demands 
of the purchaſers. Let the ſupplies ex- 


cdeed the demands, and the price will im- 
mediately fall; on the other hand, let 
the demand exceed the ſupplics, and the 


price will advance in proportion; there- 
fore the price of the neceffarics of life, 
depend upon, and are governed by the 
means only, that render them plenty, or 


ſcarce; what theſe are, may appear by 


and by; but 'tis very obvious, the bounty 
granted on the exportation of corn, has 
no 
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pleaſed to aſſert the contrary; and even to 


not taken place, probably beef and mut- 


cent. would have been 100, he might with WM 
the fame random ſhot have hit 1000, there 


by the teſtimony of a perſon, whoſe ve- 


* , 
— ; N \ * 


1 4 1 


no mall ham in it; tho our inthot 18 


g0 ſo far as to ſay, that if a bounty had 


ton, &c. inſtead of riſing 60 or 70 per 


is as much probability, reaſon and truth in 
one number, as the other. But, ſays he, 
*©to talk of farmers ploughing up rich 
meadow and patture land on account of 
advantages accruing from the culture of 
corn, is ſo manifeſt an abſurdity, that it 
ſhews theſe writers to be totally ignorant 
of country | buſineſs.” Softly, good Sir; 
there's no denying matters of fact; I do 
tell you, that laſt ſeaſon J ſaw ſome ſcores 
of acres of as fine meadow land, as moſt 
in England in tillage, in one pariſh; and 
*tis the ſame again at this moment, tho' 
by the fide of a fine river, and moſt part of 
it capable of being watered ; and that it is 
too frequently done, I can prove to you, 


racity our author muſt allow to be equal 
to his own. If. he will take the trouble 
of turning to a certain book, called the 

Farmer's 


"CST. 


Farmer's Letters (an 8vo. vol. price 45) 
but now frequently to be found upon ſtalls 

among the collections pick and chooſe for 
a ſhilling) in Page 290, he will find it thus 


written. | 


: 1 o 


ce T unprofitable practice of plowing 


up paſtures, and not laying them down 


. again, which is ſo univerſal in this country 
among farmers, whenever their landlords 
will allow it, tends perpetually to im- 


poveriſh them. They are all to a man, 


mad after ploughed lands, and would 
1 willingly break up every acre of graſt in 
I their farms.” Now let any man compare 
IT theſe two accounts, could he poſſibly 
X conceive they ſhould be the product of 
1 , the ſame brain. In the firſt he ſays, they 


are all mad for ploughed lands, and would 


= willingly break up every acre of graſs in 
their farms. In this pamphlet he ſays, to 


talk of ploughing up their rich meadow, and 


IF paſture land, is ſo manifeſt an abſurdity, 


that it ſhews thoſe who think ſo, to be 
totally ignorant of country buſineſs ; won- 


derful indeed] diametrically oppoſite ſen- 


timents, and totally ſelf contradictory. 
But 


4} 


But it matters not, the HE EI is n 
mined right or wrong, the bounty ſhall 
be deemed a bleſſing to the people ; be 
therefore calls in every argument to his 


aid, if no volunteers are to be had, he's 
reſolved to have impreſt men, and ſuch 


his forces conſiſt of, with which he fights 
on, without regard to truth or honour. 


5. © That the way in which the bounty 
has encouraged and raiſed the agriculture i 


of Britain to its preſent height has not been 

by high prices, but by regular prices, &C.” P 

To ſuppoſe, that bounty and exportation 
ſinks the price of proviſions, is mani- Wl 


feſtly abſurd. The greateſt inducement a a 
farmer can have to raiſe corn, or any thing 
elſe, is a market, where he can ſell at a 
good Price. If bounty, or any other 
thing, is a means of advancing the price 
of wheat, that will certainly be an induce- 
ment, to the farmer, to plant that grain, 
in proportion to the advance: or on the 
other hand if bounty, lowers the price of 
wheat, as the author falſly aſſerts; this 
unavoidably proves a diſcouragement to 
the farmer, who will inſtead of wheat, | A 
plant 1 1 


3 


_— 
1 


: . : 
1 8 
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15 tet. 


b ant any thing elſe, he thinks will pay 
Wim better. The author ſeems, aware of 
is argument, and therefore he ſays, The 
Way in which the bounty has encouraged: 
Wriculture, is not by high prices, but by 
| . Sc ular prices; for before the bounty took 

ace, prices were ſome times very high, | 
others very low, even to 2 55 per quarter; 
this inſinuating, that ſince a bounty took 
4 Eee, the price of grain has been much 
ore upon an equality; the profit of the 
mer has therefore been the regularity 
price, &c. but upon examination, we 
u find, that truth in this is full as much 


= ag ainſt him, as in the reſt of his indubi- 


ie facts. And tis amazing to me, 


t any man, will put it in the power of 


the world to detect him of ſuch a 
9 klpable falſhood. Let any one examine 
| Wc account of the prices of wheat at 
indſor, from 1646, down to the preſent 
Ine, and he will find the prices before 
Pe bounty was granted, were more regu- 
i r and equal, and never were either quite 
high or low as they have been fince ; 
e two unfortunate years of 1648 and 49 
Wcepted : the years, in which this nation 
Y E groaned 


"1% 9: 


N A the greateſt curſe n can 
befall a nation, 1 mean the civil wär, 


| rices '""of: 


groaned umder, wi h&i 
We 1 fay, cthoft wwe ye y 


before. 
- wat at 31 18s 64 per quarter; 


Which ſufficiently accounts for the den 1 
| proviſions at thoſe: times, and 3 
the diſtreſſes and calamities the nation 
but for : 1 


lower fince the Voaunty, khan at Su = 
In the year 1709 wheat 3 
in 1710 at 
3485; and in the years 1743 and 44, 
L at us more than 17 4s 10d. Whereas 
before the bounty, the higheſt prices (ex- 
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1 
_— >; 
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cept as before mentioned) was in 1662, 


- 


when 'twas at 3/ 145, and the loweſt in 


1687 when 'twas at 17 5. 24%, and during 
the whole period {ince the bounty took Bi 
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place, the price has been at” Teaft full asf 


and I will venture to affirm, that if that 


that it ſhould be otherwiſe. 


BE 

anequal and irregular, as ever *twas before; 
* 
impolitic meaſure ſhould ever take place 
again, it will have the ſame effect, and 
that tis impoſſible in the nature of thing & 


6. As to hie calculations bud Abu 1 


lat can 4 had price of Sebi is as tuch as 
War, 7 4 ie reft, and have as little to do with the 
iſ ; eſtion; as with elucidating the cauſe 
1 and che deluge, or eſtabliſhing the doctrine 
nation che millenium. 4 ſays he found in 
7 1 js journey into Wales*and the North; (a 
7, hoſt elaborate inſi gnificant Work,) no pro-— 
2 ertion between the rate f labour, 2 

2 t IC of mon 2 * = wonder 


b Tnand, — may be — arce 


eas When the other is very plenty; nor i is 
1 t K re any truth in his ſaying; that labour 
eee the bounty has doubled its price, or 

reſt fallen half, the latter I have ak 
dy ſbeyn to be falſe, and as to labgur, 

fifth or ſirth is nearer the uthz- GE 17 
full M | * 7881 2 1 EOS i | 
efore;| : Now mark 3 Ko" 0 Were 5 
f that unty diſcontinued for ever, the effect 
place Poul undoubtedly be the average price 
t, and f corn riſing; an effect by no means ob- 
thing" table were the prices to be regular; is 
1 F Se: 22 dear ? would you make it 3 ? 


anty on the exportation of its 


er belle real politician that will aſſert 
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vou are ps it dearet 25 Would nol 1 
one imagine the man is Bounty mad an 
cannot ſubſiſt without t? Would ani 
man in his ſenſrs dare aſſert, that n } 
giving a bounty:on/ the exportation of bee 4 
would render it cheaper? God forbid th ; 
experiment ſhould ever be made, indee f 
it need not to learn the conſequence; thil f 
may be ſufficiently known, from the effeq 
the exportation of horſes, even withou 
a bounty, has had for a few years back 
don't every dealer know the price is adi 
vanced near 100 per cent. within abouſ | 
20 years, and is it not well known alſo 
that the large number of good horſes ſeri 
abroad for ſome years back, has been Wi 
conſiderable means of advancing the price 
if we fuppoſe with this author, a bountll 
granted, would be an eligible meaſure 
and would lower the prices of horſes a 
well as of beef, give a bounty of 20 peri 
cent. on exportation, and I will forfeil 
my life, if you are not oblized in a thor ; 
time, to go to France and Holland, to 3 
buy horſes Fon your neceſſary uſes ; and I 
dare lay, Ubere:a is not a man in the king A 
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ald no 1 dom that thinks ee the author « ex- 


. D. | Ba N 2, 


re He ale we ündertell the French 
every day; tis pity he had not-mentioned 


fibly be true in a few Mancheſter cotton 
goods, tho' I don't know that it is; but 
in 99 parts of 100, we ſtand no chance 
in the world with them, as every” one 


8 which tis very plain this author does not; 
or he would ſurely never venture to publiſh 


pared with the neighbouring nations. If 
the manufactures and commerce of Great 
Britain, flouriſh in proportion as the price 
of proviſions advance, as this author aſſerts, 
how comes it to paſs that the French, the 
Dutch, &c. do not only underſell us at 
Paris, &c. but even in the city of London, 
in articles too, ſome . prohibited under the 


moſt rigour ; others loaded with duties 
from 10 to 30 per cent. which one would 


alſo, 


where, and in what articles; it may poſ- | 


knows, that knows any ching of trade; 


things, ſo very contrary to well known 
facts, reſpecting the trade of England, com- 


ſevereſt laws, and puniſhed with the ut- 


imagine would amount to a prohibition 


* As hats # 0 theſe matters, 
Iwill quote the articles; thoſe from France 


55 lage, 15 fans, necklapes, 
other trinkets of leſs value ; * e 
mount # 4h imanene” ſum vs. 2 Nel 


Dutch lace, a ; &E. 5 — 29; 
to 30 per cent. yet the conſumption very 


lawns, dowlaſſes, ſileſias, garlix, tabling, 
_ | heſleny Canvas, and many other kinds of 


bow comes it then fat there are 
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7 bow cab” the foreign market ſupply the 
Eoglih walk thaſe gogds, loaded, with 
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this, Sir, is chisfy, Wy 
I article of labour; the differenes lick 
zs moi gerhaps, than you can conceive: 
. theſe ate the facts, theſe are the reaſons, 
5 ſhew high prices, and high rates af pro- 
: oft | viſions 


$5 + 


— cambricks and lawns, all forts of ſilks 
a , "Night," and reh ch. blond x 


great; from Germany and Silefia, long 


linens,” moſt of which, if not all, have 
bpeen made in ſome part or other of Britain; | 


Gewand in England for theſe goods, And = 


5 . 
: : 4 
3 # * 
a * 


1 

viſions an enemy to manufactures: | 4b 
W remember ſome 3 or 4 years. fince, being 
WD aſked by an eminent merchant at Valenci- 
enges, What 1 thought one of their beſt 
5 weayers,” one that could weave a cambrick 

3 kno: #5 or 16 ſhillings per yard, could 
7 2 1 anſwered, judging by our 
= Spind eld weavers, I ſhould think 4 or 
be ſmiling ſaid, he muſt be 
% og erte ger Gxpence Engliſh. This 
being the cafe,” eber let us think of vie- 
ing with the French in their matufactures; 
eſpecially upon the author's mad ſcheme 
o high priced proviſions, for to vie with 
em; tis not only neceſſary to have 
proviſions on the loweſt poſſible terms; 
but that the manufacturers ſhould exerciſe 
che greateſt moderation, froguliey, and 
79 4 induſtry. 


7 8. He ſays, te except the ak con- 
ſequences of American regulations, I know 
not a manufacture in Britain that is not in 
1 the moſt flouriſhing ſituation, but that the 
aggregate of them is highly proſperous 
cannot for a moment be doubted.” The 
örſt part of this appears to me perfectly 

* un- 
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1 un 3 what fort of a i 
is rae unhappy conſequences of American 
regulations? If he means, the manufactures 
uſually ſent there, before the late regu- 


| lations, that comprehends almoſt all the 
manufactures of Great Britain; for I know 
of very few, but what were ſent there in 
large quantities; if this is his meaning, 


what are the reſt then that are in the moſt 
flouriſhing ſituation? and what them is 
meant by the aggregate, the proſperity of 


which, cannot for a moment be doubted? - 
This appears to me to be mere. pompous | 


| nonſenſe, without any meaning at all, 
unleſs he means to ſhew proſperity is the 


offspring of ſcarcity, and the high price of | 


- proviſions. England is at preſent very 


populous, tho perhaps not ſo much ſo as 


it has been; and as ſuch, muſt have a 
large internal trade, which may enrich ſome 
individuals, and impoveriſh others, but 
adds not a mite to the common or national 
ſtock; this is to be done by foreign trade 
only. Ten millions, or any ſum, circu- 
lated in trade among ourſelves, will till 
be but ten millions, or the original ſum but 
ler our exports, exceed our imports by a 
million; ; 


— * 


= 1 
1 


© | 0 TE higheſt former proſperity ; but, in its 
WE cot, expiring or rather expired ſtate; 


.: . 
Tien, the national wealth is ene 


1 The 3 colonies for ſome years 
g has been exceeding great indeed, per- 
ps much more, than to all the world 


des ; this unfortunately does not exiſt 


; W preſent, 1 hope for the good of the 


Pole community twill ſoon be reſtored 


can this author aſſert, the aggregate 


1 our manufacturer is in the higheſt proj 
5 uation?” He owns where proviſions 


dear, labour muſt be dearer, than 


ere they are cheap, and from thence 


x a ys this concluſion, © I repeat therefore 


ſuch an bigh price of provifions, as 
be attended by an high price of labour, 


Wo 2//0/utely fte for the proſperity of 
naufadtures; was there ever ſuch exe- 


ble reaſoning, or rather nonſenſe? If 


a 3 means any thing, it muſt be this: 
He more a manufacturer pays for fabri= 


[ting his goods, the cheaper they are to 
Im, which enables him to command a 
e, and this is abſolutely requiſite for 
7 F ; the 
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An unneceſſary queſtion, and ſcarcely worth 5 
a2 anſwer: Can he mention à time 
when this was done; but when ſcarf 
city prevailed throughout” England, anf 
want and famine were apprehende4lil 
* the next ſeaſon prove unfavourable! 
If the nation had not been drained, by 
means of the bounty the preceding years] 2 
probably, at the time the embargos 3M 
were laid on, it might have been in 10 
condition, to have ſupplied our neigh 1 
bours, and received a double price, wil 
did when the bounty was given. Tha H 
remainder of his book is much of th 
ans caſt, more like the reveries'of a di 
| tempered brain; than the reaſoning of 
man in his ſenſes; I will therefore droyſ 3 
| him, having, I 'think, fully ſhewn the E | 
facts he has quoted are falſified, and mil 
repreſented, and the dodtrine he builal 7 
wen them erroneous and falle. = 
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= 1 will, however, before 1 drdp. the 
= ſubjecl, make a few obſervations, Which, = 
i been hope, may tend to throw. ſome lights on 
lch 1 this ſeeming intricate, and moch wg 
Mc veftion. ESL fi = 8 f 
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ſear hevnn, is to be acquired by a foreign trade 
an nly, from whenee it follows, the expor- 

ation, both of out ptoduce, and manufac- 

Nures, ſhould be freely permitted, and encou- A» 

aged, unleſs in' caſes of extreme exigence; bs 

may be ſometimes expedient, for govern- 
ent to inter poſe, and prohibit the former, 
hd alſo ſome articles, the exportation of 

Þ hich might 1 injure our nate 


I have already ſhewn, a free expor- 
the ation, is all the encouragement our corn 
f a ai 1 trade requires, or will admit, conſiſtent 
ng of # I vith a national good; that the bounty has 
re droſſ F deen a very great loſs to the nation, and 
wn the bore no part in lowering the price of corn, 
nd mil 3 ut the direct contrary. If this be the | 
'J build Wc aſe, perhaps it may be aſked, what are 
be cauſes that has - lowered the price. of | 
1 Mr heat, ſince the bounty tcok place to 5 
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this 1 * the fall of price, in tha 


f article, was ſcarcely perceptible, thelf = ti 
firſt, 40 years after the bounty too < 
place; for the average price of When 3 c 

or n years befote that time, "_ | 


21 6s 54+; the average price for 20 year 
after that time, was 2/ 55 104+; a diff: WM Mm 
Fence only of 5 pence per quarter, bn 
ſecond 20 years the average price wal 
2/ 45 99, per quarter, a difference only offi 
134 4 per quarter; the next 40 years} 
'twas much more conſiderable, nearly, o 
about 7 ſhillings per quarter, The price 
fince, haye conſiderably adyanced; tha. 
ppon the whole, the prices for 50 yea 
back upon an average, have been lowe 
than before; which I impute ſolely, i 
the great improvements that haye beef 5 
made in agriculture, within that time 
this has occaſioned à greater plenyl 7 
the true and only ſource of low prices; 
this has enabled the farmer to pay birke F 
rents, and has furniſhed a reward for hi 
induſtry and ingenuity. Had not it been 
for ſuch improvements, twould have been 
impoſlible for Britain, ever to have fur 
niſhed corn ſufficient for its own con: A 
ſum ption, 1 
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ſumption, * 1 foe boch large quan- 
tities abroad; this'is the true and genuine 
ſource, both of the fall of price, and the 


exportation of ſuch "uy We iy 
= Where agriculture is in the higheſt 
comparative ſtate of improvement, I take 
it to be far ſhort of perfection; and in a 
wa great part of England, I believe an im- 
1 provement has been ſcarcely attempted; 
indeed I know ſome parts where the 
4 | farmers think it im poſſible, tho' perhaps 
price the moſt capable of any part of the king- 
tha dom. From hence I derive ſome hope, 
chat the intrinſick value of this kingdom, 
4 will ſome day be much greater than at 
peeſent; but this is a work of time and 
; ee 1 


1 The great inequality in the price of ' 
ices; WF corn at different times, is a misfortune to 
= the lower ſort of farmers, and to the 


labouring poor; the only means of bringing 
them to a nearer degree of equality, is the 


granting a free exportation, till the price 
may be thought too exorbitant; and then 


6. | 
con in ſuch caſe, to permit a free importation, 
ion, upon 


EF 
4 18 * 


= on. paying reaſonable hg: 1 . firſt 
2 ald be a uſeful meaſure in aid of the 

0 farmer, and the latter would equally 
aſſiſt the poor labourer, and manufacturer; 
by this means, I hope, and am much in- 
clined to believe, we ſtiquld: ſeldom have 
wheat lower than 4 wbillings, nor much 
higher than 6 thilling s\per buſhel; jprices | 
by which the 5 could live n 
and which the poor could ey, n 
l greatly diſtreſs'd. 


"The high prices of fleſh, — ben 
Kc. are owing to ſeveral cauſes. Tis al- 
lowed on all hands, the paſſion for con- 
verting paſtures and meadows, into tillage Wi 

. Lands, never run ſo high as of late; this I 
is one reaſon of the advance. of price of | 
mutton, beef, &c. another is the mono- 
. Polies practiſed by different tradeſmen, 
which has an. exceeding ill influence on 
ſociety; but the greateſt and moſt dan- 
gerous of all, is the luxury, extravagance, 
and profuſion, that runs thro! all degrees 
of people. The firſt of theſe will cure it- 
ſelf, when the farmer ſhall have ſuffici- 
ently felt the ill conſequences of turning all 
into 
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: into! gilige' 3 cht fecond is EY 

but by proper laws, ' etifofced' by ee 
J penalties; ; this evil 1 more © VE than 
W is generally ufderftood, and is worthy a 
; artiamentary enquiry and ee Tp 
inſtance in the artiele of cheeſe, Which is 
7 now, and has been'a long time, very dear; 
3 and is ever likely to continue ſo, unleſs 


4 ſome vigorous meafures are purſued, to 


; ; | prevent the attifices, made uſe of to keep 
op the price. You muſt know; Sir, the 
moſt conſiderable cheeſemongers. of this 
41 city have formed themſelves into a club, 
"'F they + ate owners of about 16 ſhips, . which 
WT are employed between London, Cheſter, * 


ane Liverpool; they employ theſe ſhips 
chiefly in bringing up cheeſe to Lon- 


don ; they have factors in Cheſhire, 
who. buy up the cheeſe for them, and 
y lodge, It in their warehouſes at Cheſter ; 
| at = weekly meetings they ſettle what 
W quantity each ſhall have brought up to mar- 


price they pleaſe: If any one offers to 
have cheeſe brought by any other veſſel, 
wa" are called bye veſſels, _y preſently | 


in- 


; ket; by this means they feed the market in 
ſucha manner, that they command whatever 
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intimidate Pe; by threatning. never to 
bring any more for them; they have been 
long endeavouring to manopolize ; the whole 
ſhipping trade to thoſe places; by carrying 
goods at a lower price than others can 
afford to do, and laying it on the freight 
of cheeſe, which they have totally ingroſ- 
ſed. Should the freighters for the ſake of 
2 little preſent gain, ſuffer them to effect 
this; they'll be able in future to make 
them pay what freight they pleaſe; ſo 
that you ſee, they make an artificial ſcar- 
city of cheeſe, and have done ſo for ſome 
years, and there is no proſpect of its being 
 atherwiſe; and, I am informed, the circum- 
ſtances of fleſh and fiſh, are much of a 
ſimilar nature. 


The laſt cauſe aſſigned for the dearneſs 
of fleſh meat, is the luxury and profuſion 
of the times; this, indeed, is the moſt dan- 
gerous evil of all, and cannot be remedied 
till mankind grows more virtuous and 
wiſe, I am ſatisfied the conſumption of 
fiſh, fleſh, fowls, &c. is increaſed a third 
if not double, in the hae of 30, or 


xe years. 9 
| Thirty 


Ur) 


Thirty years ago, the butcher's bill ww 


not above double the baker's, or at moſt 
treble; 'tis now moſt commonly five or 
WT ſix times the amount; that is to ſay, if 
W the baker's is 127 per annum, the butcher 8 
and poulterer's, &c. will be at leaſt 60 or 


ol. and fo in proportion. 80 that the 


VP rice of wheat to ſuch families is of ſmall 

onfderation, when eee wick ie 

WF price of meat. 

= ! will now - Engle, with deſiring, if 

ny thing herein appears doubtful; or un- 

us factory, that you will give me an op- 

WP octunity of explaining the ſame. 

I am, 

Dear SIR, 
Yours, &c. 

Joſ. WIMPEY. 
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usT as I had cloſed 1 a 58 Was 
J informed, that the manufacturers. mo 
checks in Lancaſhire, had applied: for. 4 4 
bounty upon the exportation of them ; the X 
Scotch upon printed linens; and in con- 
ſequenice of that, the manufacturers off 
cottons at Blackburn, &c. on printed cottons; Y 
and that the buſineſs. is now agitating in 
the houſe of commons, I will therefore {1 
beg leave to make a few obſervations, on 9 
the nature of bounties in e. | 


The general good of the community, 
is an object that the government ſhould keep 4 2 
in conſtant view, and every means ſhould 
be uſed to E the ſame. 3 


5 
| | 

Bounty may be exceeding g proper t to be 
exerciſed in the infancy of manufactures f I 
fiſheries; commerce to new diſcovered 


lands, and to projects, or ſchemes that I 
are 


n 


bd oy 0 


J | +43 ] 
are | promiſing, and adviſeable; but too 
great, for private undertakers, without 7 
che aid, or aſſiſtance of the public. p 
theſe, and like caſes, it may be right, for 
W the public to give countenance and encou- 
.- ragement; becauſe the public, or people 
| BB general, may ultimately receive the 
s of benefit chereof; and twould certainly be 
for 2 right, to continue ſuch bounty, till à fair 
trial had been made, and the ſucceſs known 
and agreed, 


1 If the undertaking proves fortunate, it 
in no longer ſtands in need of a bounty to 
encourage it; there will be adventurers | 
7 enough; when the ſucceſs is warranted by 
'Y experience; on the other hand; ſhould it 
prove unſucceſsful, twould be ſurely very 
vrong and impolitic to endeavour to ſup- 
| | port it, at the expence of the public; be- 
X cauſe ſuch trade would be attended with 
loſs, and diſadvantage to the public ; which 
is directly contrary to the principles, upon 
which the encouragement was firſt given. 


To apply this to the caſe in hand, it 
* be right to give a bounty on the ex- 
portation 


(E244 1 


portation of Iriſh and Scotch wers, 
the infancy of thoſe manufactures, to en. 
courage the ſame” by an increaſe of the 
ſale; but theſe having been long eſtab. iſ 
liſhed, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt 
of the want of ſucceſs, in the manufactu- 
ring or fale of them. I think the bounty 
ſhould not longer ſubfiſt, bur the 1 .. 
be left to itſelf : But it may be aid, 5 
exports of ' theſe linens would cken ke 1 
creaſe, as thoſe from Germany could be 
afforded cheaper; perhaps there is not 4 
much in this, as T think the manufactores 
are very different, "eſpecially the Scorch, Wl 
and applied to different purpoſes; but 
allowing it to be fo, this may be eaſily 1 
provided for, by Bing the drawback on WF 
the exportation of German linens, leſs in 
the ſame proportion ; this would as effec- 
tually anſwer the purpoſe, as laying a new 
tax or burthen upon the people, as every | 
bounty muſt be allowed to be. 


But ſuppoſe it encourages exportation in 
the manner tis expected; how will the 
public be benefitted by it ; it may be a 
good thing to the Cnter and 
would 


—_ - py 1 = 255 1 ! 50 ? ; 
7 odds andvubtedly be fo to his woken; 5 
if they had wiſdom and virtue MS to 
: e ule of it. wh | 


- Should the WE CN? of BIR 
and cottons ſucceed in this application, and 
the demand for thoſe goods increaſe, as 
3 . they hope, the conſequence would be, an 
"_ immediate advance of price, could this 
: Happen without further alteration, | the 
advantage would be the manufacturers 
= ſolely ; but the workmen would be im- 
WE mcediately for advancing the prices of their 
Vork, or would make the goods much 
worſe, perhaps, more fo, than equivalent 
o the bounty; and inſtead of working fix 
days in a week, would only work four or 
five. The merchants know this as well 
as the manufacturer; for we all remember, 
Wy when a few years ago, we bought cottons 
Nat 134 + or 144, when the demand was 
We ſmall, they were then much better goods, 
I believe full two- pence per yard better, 
than they were afterwards, when we gave 
10 pence for them when the demand was 
W increaſed. From hence, I think, it plainly. 
appears, ſhould ſuch a bounty take place; 
1 twould 
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25 Wende Tory I will — once} 
more ſubſcribe my 
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